Dr. Jay Xu, Director & CEO
Asian Art Museum—Chong-Moon Lee Center for Asian Art and Culture

Dr. Jay Xu has served as director and CEO of the Asian Art Museum—Chong-Moon Lee Center
for Asian Art and Culture since 2008, and he is the first Chinese American director at a major
American art museum. Xu is committed to deepening understanding of Asian art and culture in
the global context, and to advocating the art museum as an essential platform for cross-cultural
understanding and diplomacy.

His vision for the Asian Art Museum is to embrace and explore interconnectivity between
artistic ideas in Asia and in the rest of the world, and between traditional and contemporary art.
Xu has had more than thirty years of extensive international museum experience as a research
scholar, curator, and museum director. He has held positions at the Art Institute of Chicago;
Seattle Art Museum; The Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York; and Shanghai Museum, where
he has organized or supervised a wide range of Asian art exhibitions.

A dedicated scholar of Chinese art, he is well-published, particularly on ancient Chinese
bronzes and archaeology, as well as museum practice. He has also lectured extensively on Asian
art, including contemporary art. Xu is a member of the Association of Art Museum Directors, and
serves as the vice chair for the Northern California region of the Committee of 100, a national
nonpartisan organization composed of American citizens of Chinese descent who have achieved
positions of leadership in the United States in a broad range of professions. He earned his PhD
and MA in early Chinese art and archaeology at Princeton University.

About the Asian Art Museum

The Asian Art Museum—Chong-Moon Lee Center for Asian Art and Culture is one of San
Francisco's premier arts institutions and home to a world-renowned collection of more than
18,000 Asian art treasures spanning 6,000 years. Through rich art experiences, centered on
historic and contemporary artworks, the museum unlocks the past for visitors, bringing it to life
while serving as a catalyst for new art, new creativity and new thinking. A public/private
partnership, the museum was founded in 1966 with a gift of more than 7,000 artworks from
Chicago industrialist Avery Brundage. The museum’s home in Civic Center is an architectural
gem featuring a dynamic blend of beaux arts and modern design elements. The building is the
result of a dramatic $170 million transformation of San Francisco’s former main public library in
2003 by noted Italian architect Gae Aulenti.
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